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INTRODUCTION
Dean Joseph O'Meara, Notre Dame Law School
The riots in 1964 in Northern cities demand serious attention by all who
value a free, open and civilized society. But there has been rioting far removed
from the violence in Negro neighborhoods, which is apt to come to mind when
violence in the streets is mentioned. Thousands of young white people, for
example, rioted in and around small, quiet resort towns in Oregon and New
Hampshire as the summer season came to a close. More recently there have
been campus riots, beginning with the continuing disorders at Berkeley, whose
name, I suggest, ought to be Milquetoast.
In short, violence in the streets - and, since September, on the campus has become an ugly and menacing feature of American life.
What is the cause of these lawless outbreaks? The evidence which has
come to my attention indicates that (1) the 1964 riots were not race riots, they
were youth riots; (2) contrary to what Dr. Martin Luther King has said, they
were not due to "environmental causes" that is, the dehumanizing conditions
of slum living; and (3) they were not caused by police brutality. Brutality
has been an occupational disease of the policeman in every age and place and,
unhappily, we have our share of it. But we have curbed it more successfully,
I believe, than any nation except Britain. However that may be, "police brutality" is no more than a convenient whipping boy as regards the street riots
of 1964.
What, then, has caused these violent outbreaks? We live in an age of total
revolution. There is revolution not only in race relations but in morals, in
knowledge and technology - everywhere, even in the Church. In short, we
are living in the midst of a tremendous explosion of constantly accelerating
change. The young people of today, regardless of color, naturally reflect the
unsettlement of all this turbulence. It is thus easy for them to brush aside the
precepts handed down to them, and they are more lawless and more violent
but, at the same time, they are more sensitive to injustice, have a greater sense
of mission, are more generous and more courageous than earlier generations..
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We must admire them when they devote their free time to tutoring underprivileged youngsters in slum areas, and when they risk discomfort, personal
indignities, bodily harm and even death to help in the registration of Negro
voters in Mississippi and Alabama. But we must not shrink from our duty
when they riot in our streets and on our campuses. Law and order are a precondition to civilized living and must be preserved. There are well-known
techniques for dealing with riots. They should be used. If they are used, as
they should be, some of the young rioters will get hurt. If enough of them get
hurt, they and their fellow scofflaws may think twice before starting another
riot. In short, I venture to suggest it's time to get tough when violence erupts
either in the streets or on the campus. And let no one mistake a peaceful
demonstration for a riot.
I should add-indeed, I should have said at the very beginning- that
these are the musings of one who freely admits he is not an authority on any
aspect of the subject of our Symposium. Each member of the panel is an
authority and we believe they will illuminate the problem we have met to
probe and analyze.
The architect of this program is Professor Thomas F. Broden, a distinguished member of our faculty. It is my privilege now to surrender the Chair
to him.

